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Facial Erysipelas.

W. F.Rodue, the Surg.. Clinic,, recommends tho

ffllowing combination. in the treatment of.
eysipelas:

.......... ,.t ^ 3is.... 8

Ethens . .. .. .. . .. . . '..3i. . i 4
Collodii 3v .20

M. Sig.: Apply locally with a camel's-hair brush
two or three times daily.
According to the author this solution checks the

spread of the disease and quickly relieves the pain.
In those Individuals who are asthenic he prescribes
tincture of ferric chlorid internally and in suppuraE
tive cases calcium sulphid.

Darlin advocated the use of collodion, claiming that
Whis dressing diminished the temperature of the part,
and by compression interfered with septic absorp-
tion.
The following combinations are of value, according

to Merck'8 Archives, in the local treatment of erysipe-
las:

B. Resorcin 53i 4

Ichthyol -ii 8

Ung. hydrarg-. . i 30

Lanolini -i 80

M. Sig.: Anoint the parts freely, cover with oil
silk and apply light dressing; or:

l3}. Acidi picrici ..................... gr. x65
Etheris q. s. to dis6olve.-
Aq. destil .....................-iii M 90

M. Sig.: Paint over the affected area two or three
times daily.

Local Anesthesia.
The following simple method of, producing local

anesthesia is noted in an abstract appearing in Med.
Age, In which a solution composed of adrenalin chlor-
id and cocaine is used in the following proportions:

Sol. adrenalin chloridi ..................-3Hi 8

Cocainae hydrochlor .................gr. v

Aqu- ....................... 3ss 15

Mi. Big.: Fold lint into four layers and saturate
it with the foregoing solutloh and place it on the
positive electrode of a galvanic battery. A large neg-

ative electrode should be applied elsewhere, and a
current of 15 to 30 milliamperes gradually turned on
and continued for 15 or 20 minutes. The surface
should then be washed with ether, when superficial
operaUons may be performed.

Physicians' Commissions on Refilled Prescriptlons
-The Journal has received through a correspondent
a copy of a circular letter sent out by a drug manu-
facturing firm, which we do not care to advertise here
by a nar,ie,. proposing to allow physicians 1 per cent
commission on the refills of prescriptions of the
firm's preparations. They argue that the physician
Is entitled to something on the refilling of his pre-
scriptions, but, under the usual practice, he alone of
the trio-manufacturer, retailer and prescriber-does
not prolit. It is easy to see how the manufacturer
hopes to increase his profits if the physician will
only co-operate. The professional aspect of the trans-
action is another thing. No matter how excellent the
products of this firm -may be, and we know nothing
about them, no. ethical physician would accept a com-

mission. for prescriptions and much less we should
say for their- unauthorized repetition, as is implied
in the circular letter referred to. It is only a bid for
more business, with a -rather cleverly devised trap
for physicians included. It the ethical- argument is
not sufficient, those who are incapable of fully appre-
ciating its force may also consider the fact that ad-
vertising proprietary remedies and encouraging the
public into the practice of self-dosing with them, as is
suggested by the circular, is a bad practice financially
for the physician and physically for the patient.-
Jour. A. M. A.

"The Toxicity of Methyl Alcohol In Extracts and
Medicines" is the title of a paper by Dr. R. H. Main,
in Am. Medicine. He finds it commonly substituted
in extracts and reports a number of deaths undoubted-
ly due to this cause.. Deaths have been reported after
the administration of from 2 to 5 dtiams of methyl
spirit,. so the danger is seen to be by no means hy-
pothetical or remote. "Reports of its substitution are
no numerous that it is useless to enter into a bibli-
ography of the subject."'

Picric Acid In Uterine Gonorrhea_-Serra -reports
21 cases of gonorrheal urethritis, with metritia,
bartholinitis or vulvovaginitis, including 5 cases in
which the gonococci were not found, but otherwise
presented the same picture. All were treated with
injections of a 12 per 1000 solution of picric acid,
.and he found the results very satisfactory. It de-
stroys the gonococci and they vanish early if treat-
ment is commenced promptly. The injections are
made about twice a week, with a Braun syringe
holding 5 c.c.; the fluid is injected into the uterus
and the vagina tamponed with gauze removed the
next day. His patients were cured with one ex-
ception in from ten to forty-five days, and there has
been no recurrence since. These intrauterine in-
jections are not* irritating, but have a decided
analgetic action, and for their other advantages, in-
expensiveness, reliability, stability of the preparation,
etc., deserve more general adoption. He describes
his cases in detail.-Jour.. A. M. A., from Riforma
Media.

New names for old lamps-Under the captious
"new remedies" or "new preparations", the following
have been noted in sundry of the trade Journals:

"Flucol." Australian oil of eucalyptus. This Is,
of course, of very much greater therapeutic value as
fiucol than it could be simply as oil of eucalyptus. And
besides, the pharmacist needs new preparations and
things to fill up his empty shelves!

"Uriform."' Another hexamethylene-tetramine, to
be added to the list published last month. These
preparations are not coming out quite so fast as
they should. Surely every manufacturer has some
ammonia and a little formalin on hand; why not dump
them together and put out another "new remedy"?
If more activity in the,matter of supplying new things
is not shown pretty soon, a good many doctors in this
country will have to go out of business for lack of
things to prescribe.

In this connection it might be well to quote the
stereotyped expression with *hich all the reading
natices concering-these "new remedies" published
in th trade iourna win Sp. The nam0ofthin.the trade IouInale *lnd up. The name of the
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particular preparation may be filled in the blank
space to suit the inclination of each individual reader.
"We believe the manufacturws of........ini -cin

this prepawation en t2ho market have 9fpltecf the
treatment of......and as.... is being extensively
advertised to the medical profession, there will un-
doubtedly be a large demand for it. The progressive
druggist probably already has It in stock, or is about
to place bis order."

Another "noew" (?) remedy.-In a letter to the
Pennsylvania Medical Journal, Louis Emanuel states
that certain things excited his curiosity in regard to
an alleged "new remedy" called "oxychlorine". This
he carefully examined and analyzed and found that
It corresponded exactly in physical and chemical
characteristics with 8odiurm chlorate; from this he
deduces the opinion that "somebody is imposing upon
the medical profession by giving a new name to an
old remedy." Judging from other experience along
the same line, it is at least possible that such is the
case.

Salicylic acid ester of quinine has three (or more)
trade names, for the confusion of all Interested. It
is on the market under the trade names of rhiumatin,
salochinin and saloquinine. Each one of these Is very
much better than the others and should under all
circumstances be specified and insisted upon.

id a female remedy of value"-This is indeed
interesting. It has been suspected, from the vast
quantity of young appearing annually, that there was
a sex differentiation in remedies. Here is a hint of
the truth of the suspicion; possibly we shall receive
more enlightenment later. Blology will await, Im-
patiently, further knowledge; and particularly such
as will throw light upon the great variations in type.

Hay fever has been studied with great care and
from a rather new side, recently, and the develop-
ments are interesting. The existence of a toxin in
certain polleas has been demonstrated, and it has
been found that this toxin will, even in minute quan-
tities, produce the symptoms of hay fever when in-
stilled in the eyes. Successiver innoculations of the
pollen-toxin into horses produce a serum that abso-
lutely neutralizes the toxin and dispels the symptoms
resulting from its instillation. Thus far most of the
work has been purely experimental and laboratory,
but a small amount of clinical experience has been
reported and it seems to be- all favorable. Probably
it will not be long before we have a number of brands
of "hay antitoxin" on the market, and of course
each one will be the only one to use and the others
will all be worthless.

"Drug Habit," by Dr. W. E. Nichols, in the W80n-
gin Medical Recorder, contains much interesting data.
The sales of "patent" medicines amount to over $65,-
000,000 annually and is steadily increasing. Most of
these nostrums contain alcohol in from 17 to 44 per
cent. In 1902 three times as much cocaine was im-
ported as in 1898, and it is hardly possible to assume
that this enormously increased consumption was due
entirely to an increase in, the legitimate use of the
drug. Dr. Nichols suggests as a eure for the opium,
cocaine and alcohol habits the careful use- of hyoscine
hydrobromate.

Another local anesthetlo,-"Stated to be free from
pernicious effects", has recently been placed upon
the market. It posesses the euphonic name, in
chemistry, of para-am4obenzoic-aid-ethyl-ester-para

phenolsulphonate; as this is too large a baby to be
comfortably dandled on the knee, it has been giver
a tame, "far short"!,--subectis". It ts a dwlvattr
of anesthesin, which is also a polysyllabic local an.
esthetic of German extraction. The immigrant chil-
dren keep on coming.

^ Anybdd but a physician can prctie medlcite;
anybody- but a dentist can practice dentistry; any-
body but a qualified druggist can sell drugs without
paying any attention to the law. .. . The maufac
turer of and defler in secret and proprietary medi-
cines . .. may know nothing about drugs or dis-
ease, about medicines or their effects. He -may make
up compounds of whose Ingredients he does not knowr
the name or the nature and he may recommend and
prescribe these preparations for any and every ill
that flesh is heir to-AND HE DOES IT."-Dr. A. R.
M'Carthy in Penn. Med. JournaL

New York Association Meeting-The New York
State Medical Association meets in New York City
October 19th to 22d, and it is anticipated that there
will be a large and interesting meeting. Certainly
the most important thing that can come before the
Association is the matter of joining with the State
Society. Now that the code of ethics can no longer
be used as a-club to keep the two medical bodies from
union it does not seem clear how the few men to
whose personal interest it is to oppose can longer
keep them apart. That the Society was in the right
and the Association in the wrong was pretty clearly
demonstrated by the American Medical Association at
its last meeting at New Orleans.

Dr. W. H. Wiley, in the International Journal of
Surgery, reports the rather unusual occurrence of a
gunshot wound of both mother and child, thirty-three
hours before delivery. But little shock and no ante-
partum hemorrhage resulted. The child was wound-
ed at the junction of the dorsal and lumbar ver-
tebrae, two ribs fractured and the cord evidently in-
jured, as there was paralysis of the lower extremities.
The mother recovered uneventfully, though the course
and location of the 22 calibre bullet was not deter-
mined. At the time of reporting the case, some 5
weeks after the injury, the child was doing remarka-
bly well and the paralysis seemed to be rapidly
disappearing.

"The coroner of Philadelphia reports that fifty
per cent of the deaths among children coming under
his notice were due to aural sepsis."-Dr. J. H.
McCassy, in Pediatrics.

"Since the beginning of the 19th century, 25 chiefs
of State and cabinet ministers of this and the coun-
tries of Europe have perished by assassination, the
fruition of 142 plots."-Dr. E. C. Spitzka, in. N. Y.
Med. Journal.

The president of the Washington State Board of
Medical Examiners, in a letter to Northwest Med-
ioine, cites some answers to questions in the exami-
nation in Physiology; they were all from graduates
of eastern schools, and some of them are "choice":

"Section of the pneumogastric would produce
paralysis of the brain."
"Fibrin is a mass of fibrous elements floating freely

in the blood."
"Vim passes out through the naval."
The orthography Is highly entertaining: "Esof-

agusl," "gass," "oxigen," "paralicis," etc.
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